SOUTH DAKOTA SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT ASSOCIATION (SDSSA)
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING MINUTES
Sunday, July 19, 2026 – 6:00 p.m. CST
Arrowwood Cedar Shore, Oacoma, SD
Call to Order and Welcome
SDSSA President Dr. Wayne Kindle welcomed the Executive Board and called the meeting to order at 5:58 p.m. CST. All present with Joel Bailey and George Seiler absent, excused.
Approval of Agenda
Justin Downes moved to approve the agenda, seconded by Eric Bass. All present voted aye. The motion carried.
Public Input
No public input was received.
Secretary’s Report
Jennifer Lowery, Secretary, presented the minutes of the April 7, 2026, Executive Board meeting and the April 2026 special meeting. She also reviewed the Executive Board Communication Hub and the regional representatives for the July Annual Meeting.
Jim Block moved to approve the Secretary’s report and meeting minutes, seconded by Louie Krogman. All present voted aye. The motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report
Orion Thompson, Treasurer, presented the financial report from the 25-26 school year and the proposed 2026–2027 SDSSA budget. Discussion highlighted the reduction in membership dues and the summer conference rate. A continued focus on reducing our fund balance.
Dr. Becky Guffin moved to approve the Treasurer’s report and the 2026–2027 budget, seconded by Kraig Steinhoff. All present voted aye. The motion carried.
Discussion Items
Justin Downes provided an update on the Summer Conference, including agenda details and assignments for conference coverage.
Dr. Wayne Kindle reported that the traveling SDSSA President plaque is housed at the SASD office.

Old Business
Justin Downes discussed SDSSA’s public relations role and a proposed public school tour with Tim Graf.
Orion Thompson moved to approve the public relations community video production hosted by Tim Graf up to $3000, seconded by Trent Osborn. All present voted aye. The motion carried.
Blake Gardner presented information regarding SDSSA’s public relations work. The committee recommended a 1-year contract for Gabe Dannebring as a brand ambassador.
Eric Bass moved to approve the 1-year brand ambassador contract for $8500 as presented, seconded by Trent Osborn. All present voted aye. The motion carried.
New Business
The Board reviewed current SDSSA Summer Conference contracts for 2027 and 2028 and considered Arrowwood Cedar Shore for the 2029 conference.
Blake Gardner moved to approve a contract with Cedar Shore Summer Conference 2029, seconded by James Block. All present voted aye. The motion carried.
2026–2027 Executive Board Meeting Dates
The Board considered the following meeting schedule for the 2026–2027 school year:
· Wednesday, September 23, 2026 — Zoom, 9:00 a.m. MT/10:00 a.m. CT
· Tuesday, December 8, 2026 — Arrowwood Cedar Shore, 6:00 p.m., River Run/Wetlands
· Wednesday, December 9, 2026 — Arrowwood Cedar Shore, 10:00 a.m., Hale/Oacoma Room; statewide meeting of superintendents
· Tuesday, February 2, 2027 — Pierre Ramkota, 10:00 a.m.
· Wednesday, February 3, 2027 — Pierre Ramkota
· Tuesday, April 6, 2027 — Arrowwood Cedar Shore, 10:00 a.m. CT; before the SASD Executive Board meeting
· Sunday, July 18, 2027 — Arrowwood Cedar Shore, 6:00 p.m.
Eric Bass moved to approve the 2026–2027 meeting dates, seconded by Louie Krogman. All present voted aye. The motion carried.
Committee and Board Updates
Director Rob Monson and Dr. Becky Guffin provided a legislative update with a focus on the election cycle, insurance information bill, and $69 million put in reserve by the state. 
Dr. Donavan DeBoer provided the federal and state relations report as they recently returned from DC after meeting with SD congressional staffers, as Congress was on recess. Kraig Steinhoff will transition into the Federal Relations position at SDSSA. 
Executive Director Rob Monson provided an SASD update, including the Joint Convention, his availability to provide a back-to-school message, work on the leadership retreat for SASD and the Key Stone Leadership Academy, and shared that Kevin Nelson will be the interim director beginning January 1 as the board begins the hiring process, as he steps down at the end of December.
Dr. Becky Guffin and Wayne Wormstadt provided an AASA Governing Board update and shared an AASA resource document focused on E-rate funding, tax credits, and the consideration of seeking more aggressive waivers. 
Dr. Kraig Steinhoff shared information concerning a meeting and future collaboration with NREA. 
Adjournment
Eric Bass moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Becky Guffin. All present voted aye. The motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm.
Next Meeting
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, September 23, 2026, via Teams at 9:00 a.m. MT/10:00 a.m. CT.
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