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Top 3 Languages 

 Spanish
 Karen
 German (Hutterisch)



Number of English Learners, Immigrant 
Youth, Migrant Students

 English Learners

 6,726

 Immigrant Children and Youth

 1,016

 Migrant

 800

 # of English Learner that are Migrant Students

 590



Populations

Sioux Falls & Huron have 
the largest populations 
for EL, Immigrant, & 
Migrant students



Populations
Our ELL population in SD is growing!

116 districts in SD have EL students 
that were assessed during the 2023-
24 Testing window



Let's take a closer look- 
Who are ELs?
 Come from all over the world

 Some EL students are born in the US

 Speak many different languages, 
dialects, tongues

 May be at grade level, some may not

 Some may be able to read in their own 
language, some may not



Goal for Today: Understanding Funding as it 
relates to English Learners



EL Basic Rights - Federal Law

o Identify and assess potential EL students
o Provide language assistance programs
o Provide sufficiently well prepared and trained staff
o Meet the needs of students whose parents opt out of EL 

services
o School communications must be provided to parents in a 

language that parents can understand
o Provide support in an equitable manner across all 

programs
o Evaluate EL program – periodically
o Monitor students who have reached proficiency
o Ensure EL students suspected of having a disability are 

evaluated in a time manner and language needs are 
considered

MUST be paid for by state and local funds



Examples of Core Program Activities

 English learner teacher
 English language development curriculum
 Administration of WIDA Screener and SD 

English language development assessment 
(ACCESS assessments)



Examples of Core Program Activities
School communications must be provided to parents in a language that parents can understand

 Registration and enrollment in school and in school programs

 Language assistance programs

 Report cards

 Student discipline policies and procedures

 Special education- example: IEP meetings, discussing special education services

 Parent teacher conferences

 Grievance procedures and notices of nondiscrimination

 Parent handbooks

 Gifted and talented programs

 Requests for parent permission for student participating in school activities



State English Learning Funding

How do I receive EL Funding for my district?
 Schools receive state funding for EL students who score 

a 3.9 or below composite score on SD English Language 
Proficiency Assessment (SD ELP) test

 The number of students includes students who take the 
Alternate SD ELP

 This funding is part of the overall state aid formula



General State Aid Spreadsheet

 Spreadsheet with 
information on how this is 
determined is found on state 
website here

https://doe.sd.gov/ofm/statefunding.aspx


EXAMPLE:
School has 71 English Learner students that scored 3.9 and below on the SD ELP 
Assessment

 Begin by looking at 2024 EL Eligible students

 71 number of EL students x .25 = 17.75

 2024 EL Eligible Students/Teacher Target Ratio

 17.75/14.00 = 1.268

 2024 EL Eligible Students/Teacher Target Ratio x Target Teacher Compensation

 (17.75/14.00) x $80,039 = $101,489.45

 Take $101,489.45 x Overhead rate

 101,489.45 x .3878 = $39,357.61

 101,489.45 + 39,357.61

 $140,847.06 generated by EL students



Supplement vs. Supplant
Key words: Above and Beyond!
• Title I/Migrant/Title III/ Immigrant  funds can only be 

used to provide additional:
• Staff
• Programs
• Materials

• Federal funds cannot pay for resources that would 
otherwise be paid for by state/local funds



Tests to Determine Supplanting 

1st Test of Supplanting- Is this required 
by law?

2nd Test of Supplanting- Prior Year 



1. What is the instructional program/service provided 
to all students (core academic instruction)? 

2. What does the LEA do to meet Core Program 
requirements? 

3. What services is the LEA required by other federal, 
state, and local laws or regulations to provide? 

4. Was the program/service previously provided with 
federal, state, or local funds? 

Questions to Ask When Considering Funds



Title I, Part A

Purpose

 Providing financial assistance to Local Education 
Agencies (LEAs) and schools with high numbers 
or high percentages of children from low-
income families that reside within the district 
boundaries

 Helping ensure ALL students meet the 
challenging state academic standards

Title I Programming

 Schoolwide programming

 Targeted assistance programming



Title I Funds and English Learners

Non-Allowable Activities
 Basic responsibilities like:

- EL teacher salary and benefits

- Curricula

- Textbooks

- Basic classroom supplies

Examples of Allowable Activities
 Additional software

 Additional materials (dictionaries, novels, 
magazines)

 Listening materials

 Visual aids

 Paras to assist ELs in mainstream content 
classrooms

 Professional Development



Title III, Part A

What is Title III?
 Supplemental grant under ESSA

Designed to improve the 
education of English learners by:
 Improving English language proficiency 

 Meeting State academic standards 

Required Activities 
1. Increase English proficiency by 

providing effective language 
instructional educational programs

2. Providing effective professional 
development

3. Family and community engagement



Allowable Title III, Part A Activities
Upgrading English Language 
Development (ELD) 
programs objectives and 
effective instructional 
activities 

Improving ELD programs for 
ELs by identifying, acquiring, 
and upgrading curricula, 
instructing materials, 
educational software and 
technology

Developing and implementing  effective 
preschool, elementary or secondary school ELD 
programs that are coordinated with other 
relevant programs and services

Providing tutoring and 
intensified instruction for 
EL students 

Offering early college 
high school or 
dual/concurrent 
enrollment programs or 
courses designed to 
help ELs achieve in 
postsecondary 
education

Improving instruction for 
EL students, including EL 
students with a disability 
or identified as gifted in a 
specific area 



Unallowable uses of Title III 

Any federally required EL services, activities, or materials 

Any cost (personnel; supplemental instructional materials/supplies; technology and equipment; professional development, 
etc.) that was originally funded through state and local funds

Any cost associated with the administration of the WIDA Screener (placement) or ACCESS for ELs (annual) testing, including 
proctors, assessors, or substitute teachers

Translation of documents/handbooks/assessments; translation at parent-teacher conferences or other school events that are 
not specific to Title III; translation for parents regarding activities not specific to Title III (e.g., school registration, grades in 
class, etc.). 



Intent to Participate Forms

 Forms mailed to all Superintendents whose 
districts had ELs that tested… March/April

 

 Count listed on form is the number of EL 
students enrolled on the last day of the 
testing window (February 28, 2025)

 Due early May via email to Shari



Title III, Part A Program Options

1.Apply on your own
2.Other Consortium
3.Statewide Title III Consortium



Applying on Your Own

 States cannot award a Title III, Part A 
subgrant to districts if the amount is 
less than $10,000

 Per pupil- Typically district needs over 
70 ELs to qualify on their own (number 
varies from year to year)

 Submit funding application through 
grants management system



Other Consortium

◼Join with another district and apply together 
◼One district operates as the fiscal agent
◼Together the districts need over 70 ELs to qualify 

(number varies from year to year)
◼Submit funding application through grants 

management system



Statewide Title III Consortium

 Black Hills Special Services submits 
application on behalf of all participating 
consortium members

 Serves as the applicant and coordinates 
all services and activities detailed in the 
grant application on behalf of 
consortium members

 Districts don’t receive funding directly

 Joining consortium is free 



Benefits of Joining Statewide Title III Consortium

Consortium Services:
 Technical Support for program leaders
 Professional development
◼ Support for teachers working with English Learners 
 Consistent and timely professional communication 
 Resources to support EL programming
 Website   https://sdtitle3.org/ 

https://sdtitle3.org/


Additional Grant Opportunities
IMMIGRANT AND MIGRANT



Immigrant Children and Youth Grant

The Immigrant Children and Youth Grant is 
for LEAs who have experienced a significant 
increase in Immigrant Children and Youth in 
their school district



Definition of Immigrant Children and Youth

Birth 
Country

•Not born in the U.S. or Puerto Rico

Time in the 
U.S. schools

•Less than 3 full academic years

Age
•Ages 3-21



Immigrant Children 
and Youth Grant:
Who Is Eligible?

Only LEAs with a minimum 
of 10 immigrant children 
and youth students in 
current academic school 
year and an increase of at 
least 1 immigrant children 
and youth student over their 
average immigrant children 
and youth population may 
be eligible for an award



Immigrant Children and Youth Allowable Uses of Funds

 Family literacy, parent & family outreach, and 
training activities designed to assist parents & 
families to become active participants in the 
education of their children;

 Personnel recruitment/training

 Tutorials, mentoring, academic/career counseling

 Curriculum materials, educational software, 
technology

 Other instructional services designed to assist 
immigrant students to achieve in K-12 schools, 
such as introductory program to the US 
educational system and civic education

 Activities coordinated with community-based 
organizations, IHE, private sector



Migrant Education Grant

Purpose
Migrant Education Grant program provides funds to 
eligible entities to help migratory children overcome 
educational disruption, cultural language barriers, and 
social isolation that inhibit the ability of such children to 
achieve high academic standards.

Migrant Education Program funds 
must be:
 Supplementary

 Address the unique educational needs of 
migrant children that result from the 
children's migrant lifestyle

 Address other needs of migrant students that 
must be met for them to participate 
effectively in school



Definition of Migrant

A child is a “migratory child” if the following conditions are met:

 The child is not older than 21 years of age; and

 The child is entitled to a free public education (through grade 12) 
under State law, or

 The child is not yet at a grade level at which the LEA provides a free 
public education, and

 The child made a qualifying move in the preceding 36 months as a 
migratory agricultural worker or a migratory fisher, or did so with, 
or to join a parent/guardian or spouse who is a migratory 
agricultural worker or a migratory fisher



Let's take a closer look – Who are Migrant 
Students?

 A student who made a qualifying move as, with, or to join a 
parent/guardian who is a Migratory Agricultural Worker

 What is Qualifying Work? “Qualifying Work” means temporary employment or 
seasonal employment in agriculture or fishing.

 What is a Qualifying Move? A qualifying move is made due to economic 
necessity; and from one residence to another residence; and from one school district 
to another school district.

 What is Agricultural Work? “Agricultural work” is the production or initial processing 
of raw agricultural products, such as crops, poultry, or livestock; dairy work; as well as 
the cultivation or harvesting of trees.



Migrant Agricultural 
Industries in South Dakota

MEAT & PORK PACKING/PROCESSING

DAIRY

FOOD PROCESSING

FARM/RANCH HAND

HONEY-BEES

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND.

http://nadanoslibradeescorpio.blogspot.com/2012/03/comer-carne-es-casi-como-tomar-arsenico.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Migrant Funds

• Allowable Funding Uses:  
 Instructional Services

 Support Services

 Summer School

 Professional Development

 Parental Involvement





Quiz Time!!!  
Put your knowledge to the test!

1. Can Title III funds pay for EL Teacher Services?
 Yes

 No

2. Can Title III ELD curriculum be paid with Title III Funding?
 Yes

 No

3. Can interpreters be paid with Title III Funding?
 Yes

 No



QUESTIONS?



Contact Information

Yutzil Becker 

 Yuzil.becker@state.sd.us
 605.773.4716

Shari Lord
 Shari.lord@state.sd.us
 605.280.4011

mailto:Yuzil.becker@state.sd.us
mailto:Shari.lord@state.sd.us
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