
Other individuals stated 

they voted no because they 

did not trust the Legislature  

to keep the funds dedicated 

to education and Medicaid.  

Many stated that they felt 

the state lottery had been 

sold to the public to sup-

port public education only 

to see it disappear into the 

general fund.  I believe a 

final reason was that we did 

not do a good enough job 

of educating the public on 

how the funds would have 

helped our students and 

how they would have 

helped senior citizens in 

our rural community nurs-

ing homes.   

    As Beadle Club mem-

bers we must continue to 

educate, advocate, and hold 

true to the mission as well 

as work to increase our 

membership and share that 

responsibility. 

            Pres. Lynn Vlasman 

    It is an honor to address 

the members of the Beadle 

Club, educators both active 

and retired.  It is a great 

honor to serve a group that 

is dedicated to the memory 

of General Beadle and his 

commitment to educating 

the children of SD. 

    As a member of the 

Beadle Club, you are well 

aware that General Beadle 

had the foresight in the 

earliest days of our state to 

see that the 16th and 36th 

section of every township  

were dedicated to provid-

ing a financial foundation 

for public education in our 

state.   He saw that the 

strength of any state would 

be based on the quality of 

its educational system and 

financial resources would 

be needed to assure that 

quality.  I believe that the 

mission of the Beadle Club 

is more important than 

ever and that we need our 

talented and dedicated 

education professionals to 

educate the public as well 

as our students.   

   From my perspective, SD 

has moved away from 

General Beadle’s vision.  In 

November the public was 

asked to vote whether it 

would support an increase 

in taxes to support educa-

tion.  The vote failed, but 

the need to find resources 

remains.  Schools have 

made cuts in personnel and 

programs in response to 

cuts in state aid.  The vote  

failed for a number of rea-

sons.  One was that some 

just didn’t want to raise 

their taxes even to support 

students or senior citizens.  

Message from the President 
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Gwen Taylor is 2012 Beadle Club Scholarship Winner 
The Scholarship Commit-

tee selected Gwen Taylor 

from Brookings as the 

2012 recipient of the $ 500 

Beadle Club Scholarship.  

Gwen is currently a mathe-

matics teacher at Brookings 

High School.  She is en-

rolled at SDSU working on 

an elementary and secon-

dary graduate degree which 

she plans to achieve by the 

end of this school year.   

Gwen is a graduate of 

Hamlin High School and 

received her Bachelor of 

Science degree from SDSU 

in 1981.  She taught mathe-

matics, science and com-

puters at the Doland 

School District from 1983 

to 1986, taught computers 

and mathematics for 17 

years at Estelline HS and 

has taught mathematics at 

the Brookings High School 

since 2004.   

If the opportunity presents 

itself, Gwen has indicated 

that she would like to be-

come an administrator in 

the Brookings area. 

The Beadle Club awards 

the scholarship each year as 

part of its mission to insure 

the continued health of 

public education in South 

Dakota.   

The Beadle Club thanks 

Jack Broome and Robert 

Meerdink for their contri-

butions to the scholarship 

fund in 2011-12 and to the 

SD School Superintendents 

Association for its contri-

bution in 2012-13.  Please 

read about the history of 

the fund, how the fund was 

established and what you 

can do to help support its 

mission. 



   The membership form and process are 

brief.  You need only provide your recom-

mendation and some biographical infor-

mation to nominate a candidate.  The 

form and dues are to be sent Dean Chris-

tensen, Supt. of the Deuel School District. 

   The induction ceremony will be held in 

Pierre at the SDSSA Summer Conference 

on July 16th when the Beadle Club holds 

its annual meeting at 1:00 p.m.  This 

meeting will follow the Retired Supt. 

luncheon.  We look forward to a good 

turn-out of active and retired Beadle Club 

members to attend the luncheon and the 

business meeting as we welcome any new 

members.   

   Please reach  out to that individual and 

sponsor them as a candidate for Beadle 

Club membership.  Candidates must have 

at least ten years of service in education 

in SD, demonstrated a commitment to 

public education, and shown leadership 

in some capacity at the local, regional or 

state level. 

   Enclosed in this newsletter is the 2013 

nomination form to sponsor a candidate 

for Beadle Club membership.  The Bea-

dle Club can add up to ten new members 

per year.  We ask that you be an advocate 

for education by nominating educators 

and administrators as candidates for the 

Beadle Club.   

The Great Debate - How Do We Best Serve the Beadle Club Membership? 

The Loss of  Leadership, The Search for New Leaders  

   The health of any organization is 

dependent upon its ability to renew 

itself.  Each of us has had the oppor-

tunity to learn from those that have 

gone before us, have the opportunity 

to mentor and help those that have 

recently entered the field, and the 

ability to encourage others to con-

sider a career as an administrator.   

The Beadle Club needs to lean on 

current members to take an active 

role in developing that talent.  Each 

of you know an established adminis-

trator that is a strong leader in educa-

tion or a new administrator that has 

already exhibited that potential. 

The Beadle Club is unique in its 

mission, but similar to many 

other organizations in facing the 

challenges of communicating 

with its membership.  In a time 

where it seems everyone is con-

nected digitally, you might think 

this should be easy.   

For our members that are still 

employed in working in the field 

of education, it is possible to 

reach the majority of them 

through e-mail.  Even many of 

those that have retired have e-

mail.  There are many members 

however that rely on receiving 

printed newsletters via mail.  The 

breakdown with that portion of 

the membership comes when 

members change addresses and 

don’t contact the Beadle Club so 

that we can update our records.  

The membership list is printed 

on the outside of the newsletter.  

Members with missing ad-

dresses are in bold & italics .  

Call 605-935-6766 if you have an 

address for  those members. 

The other challenge is that we 

still believe it is important to 

have Beadle Club meetings 

where the membership can sit 

down face-to-face and discuss 

the business of the organization.  

These meetings have typically 

taken place in conjunction with 

the SDSSA Summer Conference 

and the Retired Superintendents 

Luncheon.  The challenge has 

always been members having to 

choose between attending the 

sessions provided by the SDSSA 

and the Beadle Club meeting.  In 

2012 the Board decided to try to 

host the Beadle Club meeting in 

conjunction with the ASBSD / 

SASD combined conference in 

Sioux Falls believing more mem-

bers might be able to attend. 

The end result is that the Board 

has decided to have two meet-

ings in 2013, in Pierre and in 

Sioux Falls at the two confer-

ences.  The meeting in Pierre will 

take place at 1:00 after the Re-

tired Superintendents Luncheon 

and hopefully at a time that is 

not slotted for a major keynote 

speaker.  The time and room 

assignment at the Sioux Falls 

Conference are yet to be deter-

mined.  We ask that our mem-

bers commit to attending at least 

one of these meetings.  The 

strength of any organization is 

dependent upon member in-

volvement. 

Page 2 SD BEADLE CLUB NEWS 2012-13 

“People Who work 

together  will win, 

whether  it be 

against complex 

football defenses 

or the problems of  

modern society. 

 --- Vince Lombardi 



During the annual meeting of 

the Beadle Club in 1993, it was 

decided to establish a scholar-

ship for graduate students in the 

field of educational administra-

tion.  The money for the schol-

arship was to come from the 

interest earnings of one certifi-

cate of deposit designated as  a 

scholarship CD.  Members were 

encouraged to make contribu-

tions to the scholarship fund 

principal so that interest earnings  

would increase over time.   

In 1995 the Executive Commit-

tee determined that there would 

be sufficient interest earnings to 

award a $ 200 scholarship.  By 

1988 the contributions and inter-

est allowed the awarding of a     

$ 300 scholarship followed by a 

$ 500 scholarship in 1999. 

Over the last several years the 

interest earnings have been al-

most non-existent.  As a result 

there was no scholarship given 

in 2011.  The funding of the 

scholarship was discussed during 

the 2011 annual meeting.  At 

that time it was moved and 

passed to cash out the CD and 

place the funds with the SD 

Community Foundation based 

on the belief that the Foundation 

would be able to generate a bet-

ter return resulting in more con-

sistent funding for the scholar-

ship.  In July of 2011 the neces-

sary paperwork was completed 

and a check in the amount of     

$ 20,000 was placed with the 

Foundation to establish a perma-

nent endowment.  The SDCF is 

a 501 C (3) organization. 

To keep the fund stable and 

growing, we need continued 

contributions from the Beadle 

Club membership.  Please con-

sider investing in the future of 

education in SD by sending your 

contribution to Ken Pickering, 

Beadle Club Treasurer, 1801 

Grandview, Pierre, SD 57501.  

Contributions can also be sent 

directly to the SD Community 

Foundation at PO Box 296, 

Pierre, SD  57501.  When con-

tributing directly to SDCF the 

contribution must clearly specify 

that the contribution is to be 

added to the “SD Beadle Club 

Foundation”.  Contributions will 

be acknowledged in either the  

Contributing to the Beadle Club Scholarship Fund 

needs.  Dean will contact Bob Sutton to work 

out the details. 

Communication to the membership has be-

come difficult without the newsletter going out 

as planned.  Discussion was held on setting up 

an e-mail contact data base as most members 

have an e-mail address.  Those that don’t 

would receive information via USPS.  Having a 

Beadle Club website was also suggested where 

minutes meeting information and scholarship 

and membership forms could be accessed.  It 

will be investigated to obtain a domain as well 

as looking for someone to create and manage 

it.   

Reports 

School and Public Lands 

Commissioner Justin Jarrod Johnson game an 

informative report on the activities of the of-

fice.  

SD Retirement System 

Matt Clark of the Investment Council/SDRS 

reported on the system noting the status of 

investments. 

Scholarship Committee 

Gwen Taylor of Brookings was awarded the $ 

500 scholarship.  She is working on her MA in 

administration while teaching at Brookings 

HS.  Barry Furze and committee members, Ed 

McLaughlin and Jim Heinert made the selec-

tion from 4 applicants. 

Two new members were inducted.  They are 

Dr. Wade Pogany, nominated by Hank Kos-

ters and Brian Heupel who was nominated by 

Joel Jorgenson.   

The “Hickory Stick” was transferred to Lynn 

Vlasman by Gary Leighton.  Lynn gave his 

goals as president to increase membership and 

help rejuvenate the organization. 

Officers are: 

President:  Lynn Vlasman            

Vice-President: Vacant                      

Secretary:  Linda Whitney        

Treasurer:  Ken Pickering           

Website Contact: Gary Leighton 

There was a discussion on the location and 

date of the 2013 annual meeting. 

On a motion by Leon Swier with a second by 

Bob Arend, the meeting was adjourned. 

Beadle Club Annual Meeting - Aug. 9, 2012 , Sioux Falls Convention 

The annual meeting of the SD Beadle Club be-

gan at 9:40 a.m. on Aug. 9th, 2012 with 17 mem-

bers present.   

President Gary Leighton welcomed those in 

attendance. 

Business Meeting 

Copies of the minutes of the July 19th, 2011 

annual meeting were available.  Motion to ap-

prove by Dean Christiansen, seconded by Joel 

Jorgenson.  Carried. 

Treasurer Ken Pickering reviewed the annual 

financial report including deposits made to all 

accounts, expenditures for all accounts, and the 

status of the Scholarship CD.  Dean Christensen 

gave an update on the SD Community Founda-

tion.  Motion by Wayne Semmler and seconded 

by John Pedersen to approve the financial report.  

Carried. 

Extensive discussion was held on the status of 

the scholarship fund.  A motion was made by 

Dean Christensen, seconded by John Fathke, to 

cash the scholarship CD and move all but  $ 500 

of it to the SD Community Foundation.  The 

purpose of the fund will be to provide money for 

the scholarship as well as other Beadle Club 
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“There is no 

exercise better 

for the heart 

than reaching 

down to lift 

people up.” 

         John Holmes 

Beadle Club newsletter or the 

SD Community Foundation 

publication dependent on where 

the contribution is sent. 

Quality schools are dependent 

upon quality administrators to 

guide them.  As college costs 

continue to see double digit 

increases, the Beadle Club 

Scholarship Fund needs your 

help to grow and help meet the 

need of developing the next 

generation of educational    

leaders. 



 Beadle Club Members      

       
Akre, Donald Clarke, Lester Fouberg, Glenna Hofer, Delmer Lynch, William F Peterson, Darwin Stroup, Michael 

Alm Duane Claudon, Fred H Fritz, Roger Hoffman, Michael Mann, Dean Peterson, David Stuerman, Robert 

Andera, Robert Claymore-Ross, Janet Froke mark Holbeck, James C Marso, Thomas Pickering, Kenneth Sulivan, Terry M 

Anderson, Vernal Coates, Keith Froseth, Lkionel Holt, Carleton Mattice, Ronald Pogany, Wade Swanhorst, Robert F 

Anderson, Chris   Fuerstenau, Gregg W Homan, Pamela J. Maxon, Charles Pollman, Robert Sweet, John 

Anderson, Arnold Cotton, Sheldon Fugitt, Leroy B Jaske, Lawrence M Mayer, Jerry Poppe, Ken Swier, Leon 

Arend, Robert Creighton, Orville Fuhr, Gordon V Johnke, Larry E Mayer, Robert Preheim, Dallas Taylor, Robert 

Austad, Mary Crosswaite, Bill Furney, lawrence Johnson, Berle McElhany, Dale Quimby, Donald Tessier, Darwin 

Bailey Jr., Harold Croston, James Furze, Barry Johnson, Christie L McElroy, Gerald Rabenbert, MJ Thompson, Wayne 

Barnes, Glenn Croston,  Patricia Gellerman, David Johnson, Curt McIntosh, Shayne Rames, Victor A Tidball, Sam 

Barnes, Shirley M. Dangel, Jan Gertsema, Joseph Johnson, Dean McKillop, Malcom Raney, Leon Timmerman, Leonard 

Bauer, Arnold Day, Richard Gibbs, Dennis Johnson, Mary Ellen McLaird, James D Reetz, Linda Tobin, Leon 

Beattie, Thomas Dayton, Deene S Gifford, Ken Jorgenson, Don McLaughlin, Edward R Rockafellow, Richard R Tobin, Virginia C 

Becker, Ronald Dean, Earl Goldhammer, Marlyn Jorgenson, Joel McNeely, H Wendell Ruckdaschel, Jay Tschetter, Wesley G 

Bell, Robert Dearborn, Delwyn Gomer, Lewis Kane, George Meerdink Robert Ruckdaschel, Margaret Turnwall, LW 

Bennett, Ronald DeJohng, Harvey Gomer, Mary S Kasten, Loren Merkwan, Gary Salzsiedler, John C VanBeek, Richard 

Berg, Sherwood Determan, Francis T Goodwin, Daniel P Kelley, Michael P Merrill, David W Satterlee, James L VanGerpen, Ernie 

Bergan, David Diedtrich, Gordon Graham, Robert Keffelor, Colleen Meyer, Don Schneider, Dale Varejcka, Janet F 

Berndt, Clinton Dobratz, Lloyd Greguson, Mark R Kiner, Robert Miles, QC Schneider, Gene Vermeulen, Connie L 

Biegler, John J Druley, Joel Grey, Gary Kirkegaard, Donald Miller, John E Schneider, Glenn Vigness, Sylvan 

Blazey, Charles Ebersdorfer, Janice Guericke, Dan Klapperich, Larry J Mitchell, Tim Schroeder, Bob Vik, Phil 

Bleeker, Merry Eckstaine, Terry M Gulson, George Kooistra, Clarence Mogen, Iro Scott, Loren Vlasman, Lynn 

Boris, Gregory A Edeburn, Carl Haigh, William E Kosters, Henry Monroe, Sherman Selnes, Marvin D. Voight, Curt 

Borth, Wyland Edeburn, Cleo Hall, Rodney Kraft, Dennis Myers, D Dean Sethney, Dick VonEschen, Charles 

Bochee, Floyd Edwards, Ernest Hall, Clarence Kretchman, James 

Namminga Jr., Law-

rence Semmler, Wayne Webbenhurst, George 

Boschee, Marlys Eisenbeisz, Virgil Hall, Dale Krogh, Ruth Naugle, Mark Shaver, Arthur Wellhouse, John H 

Boxa, Earl Ellerbruch, Virgil Hansen, James O Labbe, Gerald Neiles, Daniel P Skubic, Louis Whitney, Linda 

Broome, Jack R Elrod, Howard E Hansen, Roger LaFave, John O Nebelisck Earl D Smart, Marlin Willer, Bruce 

Brugger, Virgil Elsberry, Michael J Hansen, Virgil Larson, Dale Nelson, Donald Smart, Miles   

Buntin, Arthur R Elwood, Daniel Harmon, Thomas Leighton, Gary R Nelson, Douglas Smith, Jim P Wiltz, Roger 

Cameron, Burt Enck, Gene Harms, Gary D Levisen, Arlo Nelson, Larry Smith, George Wilson, Marly J 

Carnes, Cort Engberg, William H Haugland, Maurice Lickfelt, Larry Oschsner, Frank Sonne, Myron Wollman, John J 

Carpenter, Douglas Engelking, Jeri L Hawk, Max Linkly, Charles O'Dea, William Sorge, Robert Zingler, Donald 

Carr, Gene Evans, Wayne Heath, Jay Lindstrom, Dean R Oleson, EB Spawn, Gary L Zitterkopf, Randall A 

Caselli, Robert Everrett, Duane Heinert, James Lonbaken, Roger Olson, Curtis Stapert, Gerald  

Catchpole, Lorin Ewing, Jack Hellwig, Leroy Lubinus, Richard T Oster, Thomas J Steinhoff, Michael  

Champ, Dennis Fathke, John Henseler, Kenneth Ludens, Thomas Osburn, Jim Sterling, Rick D  

Christensen, Dean Fosness, Gordon Heupel, Brian Lund, Chris Pedersen, John E Stocking, Bernard  


